
ARTICLE BY: KEITH C. BROWN, 200 COLLEGE STREET, MINDEN, LA 71055

MessengerMESSIAH’S

SUNDAY DECEMBER 9, 2012

The Blessing (Luke 14:15)
Blessing.  To be a part or share a 

part in something greater than oneself, 
something that will outlast oneself and 
go on into eternity.  Blessing.  The 
feeling of belonging, especially to 
belong to God.

And so, one with Jesus says to 
him, “Blessed is the man who will 
eat at the feast in the kingdom of 
God.”

Do you, too, want to be blessed?  
Do you too, want to eat at the feast in 
the kingdom of God?

The Preparation (Luke 14:16)
When we think about a great 

dinner party, a great banquet, we think 
of sumptuous foods set upon a great 
table that has been ornately decorated 
in a room that is luxuriously appointed 
with the finest furniture.  We think of a 
table set with the china and polished 
silver that catches the gleam of a 
sunbeam and reflects its glow through 
our eye and finally to lay it at rest 
where it warms our hearts with 
memories of old.

Just the mention of such a 
sumptuous meal stirs within us the 
subtlest hints of our favorite choice 
morsels.  Tender turkey legs, honey 
glazed ham, spiral sliced, perfect 
down to the last bite.  Stuffing with 
brown gravy generously graced over 
with silver ladel.  

Just the thought of such a meal 
makes my mouth water and my 
tummy churn in anxious anticipation of 
one of life’s greatest enjoyments; that 
of good food shared with great 
company.  

But, such a sumptuous meal, 
while eaten in only an hour or two, 
may have taken days, weeks and 
sometimes even months to plan and 
prepare.  Not only, the planning, but 
the financial expense for such a meal 
is often ten or twenty times the cost of 
an ordinary meal.  Not to mention the 
investment of time involved in the 
preparation as well as the presentation 
of such a meal.  

Waxing the floors, the new paint in 
the dining room, hand rubbing the 
china cabinet and dinner table along 
with each chair with all its spindles.  
Not to forget the polishing of silver and 
wiping away every water spot from the 
leaded crystal glasses that will carry 
the ruby red cranberry drink to quench 
our thirst.  Ah!  Such a dinner is fit for 
kings and queens, for princes and 
princesses.  

The Invitation (Luke 14:17)
Every detail has been prepared 

and now ready to be presented!  The 
time has come to receive those who 
have been honored with the grand 
invitation.  17 At the time of the banquet 
he sent his servant to tell those who 

had been invited, ‘Come, for everything 
is now ready.‘  And so the call goes 
out to all the royal guests, the highest 
government officials, the upper 
echelon business men and religious 
leaders of the community.  Come, the 
feast is ready!

Invitation Declined (Luke 14:18-20)
  18 “But they all alike began to make 
excuses. The first said, ‘I have just 
bought a field, and I must go and 
see it. Please excuse me.’ 
  19 “Another said, ‘I have just 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on 
my way to try them out. Please 
excuse me.’ 
  20 “Still another said, ‘I just got 
married, so I can’t come.’ 

Imagine, a great man, quite 
possibly a prince, had sent out formal 
invitations, made many preparations 
for a luxurious banquet along with 
lavish preparations.  And sending his 
servant to call the guests, finds his 
invitation, rejected.

Really?  The prince’s invitation 
rejected?  And for what purpose?  To 
take a walk across to the other side of 
town to view a recently acquired piece 
of land?  To head out to the field in an 
effort to try out a new team of oxen 
pulling a single bottom plow?  And, 
maybe a little bit more 
understandable, recent newlyweds 
trying to steal away into the night.  
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But, there is something significant 
here for us to consider.  Land is 
significant because from the fruit of its 
soil a family was fed.  From the plow in 
tow behind the oxen the land was 
worked to be more productive 
increasing the prospect of both 
produce and financial prosperity.  And 
for the newlyweds, well, what could be 
of more value to the fabric of family 
and community but the establishment 
of a new family and a new home?

But, as important as all these 
things were, they did not, nor could 
not compare to the value of the 
prince’s invitation to dine with him at 
his table.

Why is this, you ask?  The answer 
is rather simple, really!  For everything 
that goes on in the kingdom, it goes 
on under the protection and the 
blessing of the prince of the kingdom.  
Each man’s land, bought or inherited, 
has its boundaries tied to the prince’s 
court.  Every pair of oxen bought, sold 
or born in manger is tied to some 
commerce clause.  And every 
newlywed couple has their marriage 
made holy in covenant through the 
prince’s own word.  

So when the prince’s invitation 
goes un-responded to, well...

Invitation To The Untouchables 
(Luke 14:21)
  21 “The servant came back and 
reported this to his master. Then the 
owner of the house became angry 
and ordered his servant, ‘Go out 
quickly into the streets and alleys of 
the town and bring in the poor, the 
crippled, the blind and the lame.’

Interestingly, even though angry 
that some refused his invitation, the 
prince allows those who declined to 
go on living the life they chose for 
themselves.  Their only penalty, is that 
they are no longer afforded the 

opportunity to dine at the prince’s 
banquet.  At present, it seems a small 
thing to give up.  After all, they have 
their lands, their oxen, and families.

But the generous prince still has a 
lavish banquet prepared in his royal 
court.  With the landowners, the 
wealthy and those with their homes 
and families finding comfort in what 
they have provided for themselves, the 
prince goes to the streets and invites 
the “untouchables” into his palace to 
feast.  And the poor, lame, and broken 
ones answered the prince’s invitation 
to dinner.  

Invitation To The Far Off Ones (Luke 
14:22-23)
  22 “ ‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what 
you ordered has been done, but 
there is still room.’ 
  23 “Then the master told his 
servant, ‘Go out to the roads and 
country lanes and make them come 
in, so that my house will be full.

With the well-to-doer’s having 
better things to do than attend the 
prince’s feast, the “untouchables” 
have accepted the invitation to dinner.  
But, with seats at the table still vacant, 
the prince sends his servant to distant 
people.  People, less well known, 
people that are less accepted than the 
more familiar “untouchables.”  People 
that are different than the  
“untouchables,” people from a 
different place, people that are 
“unknown”, people that are “the far off 
ones.”

And so, all around the prince’s 
table are seated the poor, lame, blind, 
the “untouchables.”  More than this 
there are those from distant roads, 
lanes and lands, known as “the far off 
ones.”  There they are with joy filled 
hearts even thankful hearts as they 
prepare to share in the lavishly 
prepared feast.  Who would have 

thought but not long ago this motley 
crowd would dine in such luxury?  
Who would have thought that the poor 
would be waited upon by royalty?  
Who would have imagined that a 
stranger from a distant land would be 
brought as a an honored guest in the 
middle of the king’s court?

More than this, who would have 
thought that the “well-to-doers” would 
have missed the fairest meal ever 
prepared by a prince for his people?  
But here it is, the story of a prince 
offering the meal of the king to a 
people called “untouchable” and a 
people known as “the far off ones.”  
Here they are at the prince’s table 
ready to dine.

But for those that had refused the 
original invite...the prince did say, “24 I 
tell you, not one of those men who 
were invited will get a taste of my 
banquet.’

The Invitation To Life
And what was it that was offered 

at this great feast, by this great 
prince?  Well, it was nothing less than 
the very best.  It was “the bread of 
life”, it was “living water.”

The words of Jesus’ friend ring 
true, ““Blessed is the man who will eat 
at the feast in the kingdom of God.”

The Invitation Remains Open
Best yet, the Prince, who is 

Jesus, ... his invitation is still open.  
And he awaits your response.  So, 
what will it be?  Land, oxen, family?  
Or, are your ready to be truly blessed? 
To come before Jesus?  To sit at his 
table and to share living water and the 
bread of life.  To be blessed in the 
kingdom of God.

     Indeed the man’s words ring true, 
“Blessed is the man who will eat at 
the feast in the kingdom of God.”
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